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SUBJECT: SOVIETS WORRY ABOUT FORTHCOMING MOSCOW INTERNATIONAL 
BOOK FAIR 

1 . SUMMARY. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. AN ARTICLE IN 
SOVETSKAYA KUL'TURA DESCRIBES PLANS FOR HOLDING AN INTER- 
NATIONAL BOOK EXHIBIT AND FAIR IN MOSCOW IN SEPT 1977 BUT 
WARNS FOREIGN BOOK PUBLISHERS THAT THE ONLY BOOKS ELIGIBLE 
FOR THE EXHIBIT ARE THOSE THAT SERVE PEACE, DETENTE, AND 
HEALTHY THOUGHTS. END SUMMARY. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

2. BEGIN UNCLASSIFED. THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL BOOK 
EXHIBIT AND FAIR, SCHEDULED TO BE HELD IN MOSCOW IN SEPT 
1977, IS THE SUBJECT OF AN ARTICLE BY ITS DIRECTOR, YU. 

TORSUYEV, I SOVETSKAYA KUL'TURA FOR DEC 28. THE BOOK FAIR 
IS DESCRIBED AS THE FIRST TO BE HELD ON SUCH A HUGE 
SCALE IN MOSCOW: IT WILL OCCUPY 25 THOUSAND SQUARE 
METERS AT THE VDNKH FAIR GROUNDS AND DISPLAY SOME 15 
THOUSDAND BOOKS. ITS PURPOSE IS TO BRING TOGETHER AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT OF BUSINESS RELATIONS BETWEEN 
SOVIET AND FOREIGN BOOK PUBLISHERS, BOOK RETAILERS, AND 
LITERARY AGENTS. TORSUYEV NOTES THAT "THE ENTRY OF 
THE USSR IN 1973 INTO THE INTERNATIONAL (GENEVA) COPY- 
RIGHT CONVENTION HAS STRENGTHENED THE LEGAL AND 
FINANCIAL ARGUMENTS' FAVORING THE ORGANIZATION OF 
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SUCH A FAIR. 

3. AMONG U.S. BOOK PUBLISHERS HE LISTS PRENTICE-HALL 
AND PLENUM PUBLISHERS AS HAVING EXPRESSED A DESIRE TO 
PARTICIPATE, AS WELL AS THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN 
PUBLISHERS. FOR THE SOVIET SIDE, COMMERCIAL INTERESTS 
ARE TO BE REPRESENTED BY THE ALL-UNION COPYRIGHT AGENCY 
AND THE ALL-UNION ASSOCIATION "MEZHDUNARODNAYA KNIGA." 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PRACTICAL TASK OF ORGANIZING 

THE EXHIBIT IS ASSIGNED TO THE 'GENERAL DIRECTORATE 
OF INTERNATIONAL BOOK EXHIBITS AND FAIRS" UNDER THE 
STATE COMMITTEE FOR PUBLISHING HOUSES, PRINTING PLANTS, 
AND THE BOOK TRADE (GOSKOMIZDAT) USSR, WITH THE COLLA- 
BORATION OF OTHER SECTIONS OF GOSKOMIZDAT, THE ALL- 
UNION COPYRIGHT AGENCY, AND MEZHDUNARODNAYA KNIGA, AND 
WITH THE USSR UNION OF WRITERS AND THE USSR MINISTRY 
OF CULTURE AS "INTERESTED PARTIES." 

4. PARTICIPATION IS OPEN TO ALL PUBLISHERS WHO ACCEPT 
THE THEME OF THE EXHIBIT ( "BOOKS IN THE SERVICE OF 
PEACE AND PROGRESS") AND THE "CONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPA- 
TION IN THE MOSCOW INTERNATIONAL BOOK EXHIBIT AND 
FAIR." THEREIN LIES THE RUB. TORSUYEV NOTES THAT 
"PRACTICALLY SPEAKING, THIS MEANS THAT ALL BOOKS MAY 
BE EXHIBITED EXCEPT THOSE WHICH BY THEIR CONTENT OR 
FORMAT STAND IN VIOLATION OF SOVIET LEGISLATION; BOOKS 
THAT PROPAGANDIZE WAR, RACIAL OR NATIONAL EXCLUSIVE- 
NESS, OR OFFEND THE NATIONAL DIGNITY OF OTHER 
PARTICIPANTS; OR EDITIONS INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE REQUIRE- 
MENTS OF PUBLIC MORALITY, ETC." 
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TM TORSUYEV LAMENTS THE FACT THAT IN CAPITALIST 
COUNTRIES, THE POLICIES OF PUBLISHERS ARE DETERMINED 
BY THE PROFIT MOTIVE, BUT EXPRESSES CONFIDENCE THAT 
THERE ARE STILL THOSE ABROAD WHO RECOGNIZE THAT BOOKS 
ARE MORE THAN A SIMPLE TRADE COMMODITY. HE CALLS ON 
ALL SOVIET BOOK PUBLISHERS TO BEGIN PREPARATIONS FOR 
THE EVENT, SO THAT THE SOVIET CONTRIBUTIONS WILL 
EXPLAIN "THE HEROIC ACHIEVEMENTS OF OUR PEOPLE, THE 
EXPERIENCE OF SOCIALIST AND COMMUNIST CONSTRUCTION, AND 
THE INTERNAL AND FOREIGN POLICIES OF THE CPSU." 

6. IN CONCLUSION, TORSUYEV CRITICIZES THE "STEREO- 
TYPED" ATTITUDES OF CAPITALIST PUBLISHERS TOWARD 
SOVIET LITERATURE: EITHER THEY CLAIM IT WON T SELL, OR 
ELSE THEY COMPLAIN ABOUT THE LACK OF GOOD TRANSLATIONS. 
AT THE SAME TIME, THEY PUBLISH ENORMOUS EDITIONS OF 
WORKS PRAISED BY THE ANTI-SOVIET PRESS, THUS CREATING 
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A LINKAGE BETWEEN COMMERCE AND IDEOLOGY WHICH IS PRE- 
JUDICIAL TO CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND REFLECTS THE 
INTERESTS OF COLD WARRIORS. ON THE OTHER HAND. THE 
MOSCOW BOOK FAIR MEETS BOTH THE "LETTER AND SPIRIT" OF 
THE OBLIGATIONS ACCEPTED BY THE SIGNATORIES OF THE 
FINAL ACT AT HELSINKI. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

7. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. COMMENT: TORSUYEV'S 
WARNING TO WESTERN PUBLISHERS IS EXPLICIT, BLUNT. AND 
DELIVERED FAR IN ADVANCE: SHAPE UP AND PARTICIPATE; 

IF YOU DON'T, YOU ARE AN ENEMY OF DETENTE AND VIOLATING 
THE TERMS OF THE FINAL ACT. TORSUYEV PRESUMABLY WROTE 
THE ARTICLE TO PUBLICIZE THE EXHIBIT AND TO ATTRACT 
PARTICIPANTS. HOWEVER, WE WOULD GUESS THAT MANY 
AMERICAN PUBLISHERS WILL HAVE TROUBLE SWALLOWING HIS 
TERMS. 

MATLOCK 
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